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The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. § 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming 
the subject matter which applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to 
particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. For 
example: 

a. In claim 1 , line 4, the term "said moveable enclosure" lacks antecedent basis within the claims. 

b. In claim I, at line 12, the limitation "a second pivotal connection for the extension member" is 
confusing as the extension member is not claimed as having a first pivotal connection. 

c. In claim 10, line 4, the term "said moveable enclosure" lacks antecedent basis within the claims. 

d. In claim 10, it is unclear as to how the applicant is considering the length of the boom as 
variable as the shaft rotates. The distance from the distal end of the boom to the shaft varies as the 
boom is rotated, but the length of the articulated boom does not vary. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. § 102 that form the basis for the 

rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent imless -- 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the 
United States. 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 37 1 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

Claims 1, 3-5, 7, 9-13 and 15, as best tmderstood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Inaba et al. Inaba et al shows an assembly mounted within an enclosure for moving a load with 
respect to the enclostire, the assembly comprising: 

a shaft (at turret 12) mounted within the enclosure so as to be rotatable with respect to the enclosure; 

a beam (13) mounted to the shaft and extending outwardly from the shaft; 

a first pivotal connection (23) for said beam at a beam end portion of the beam distal said shaft; 
an arm (the element shown in two positions in figure 5) secured to said first pivotal connection such that 
the arm is pivotal with respect to the beam; 

an extension member (24) mounted with respect to the beam (13); 

a second pivotal connection (28)for the extension member at an end portion of extension member, the 
arm being secured to the second pivotal connection such that the extension member controls a relative angle 
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formed between the beam and the arm as the shaft rotates; and 

a winch (37) secured with respect to the arm for lifting said load. 

The extension member is a adjustable in length, as recited in claims 3-5. The connection hardware 
between the shaft and the beam are support brackets, as recited in claim 7. The length of the arm is adjustable 
telescopically, as recited in claims 9 and 15. The length of the boom of Inaba et al is adjustable, to the same 
degree as applicant's boom length is adjustable, as claim 10 is best understood. 

Claims 1, 2 and 6, as best understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Boissonneault. Boissonneault shows an assembly motmted within an enclosure for moving a load with respect to 
the enclosure, the assembly comprising: 

a shaft (6) moimted within the enclosure so as to be rotatable with respect to the enclosure; 

a beam (38) mounted to the shaft and extending outwardly from the shaft; 

a first pivotal connection for the beam at a beam end portion of the beam distal the shaft; 

an arm (34) secured to the first pivotal connection such that the arm is pivotal with respect to the beam; 

an extension member (36) mounted with respect to the beam (38); 

a second pivotal connection (52) for the extension member at an end portion of extension member, the 
arm being secured to the second pivotal connection such that the extension member controls a relative angle 
formed between the beam at all times, including when the shaft rotates; and 

a winch (37) secured with respect to the arm for lifting said load. 

The shaft has upper and lower pivots, as recited in claim 2. The winch is mounted to the end of the 
arm, as recited in claim 6. 

Claims I, 3, 4, 9-13 and 15, as best understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Hood. Hood, shows an assembly mounted within an enclosure for moving a load with respect to 
the enclosure, the assembly comprising: 

a shaft ( 1 00) mounted within the enclosure so as to be rotatable with respect to the enclosure; 

a beam (102) mounted to the shaft and extending outwardly from the shaft; 

a first pivotal connection (34) for the beam at a beam end portion of the beam distal the shaft; 

an arm (24) secured to the first pivotal connection such that the arm is pivotal with respect to the beam; 

an extension member (36) moimted with respect to the beam (102); 

a second pivotal connection (74) for the extension member at an end portion of extension member, the 
arm being secured to the second pivotal connection such that the extension member controls a relative angle 
formed between the beam at all times, including when the shaft rotates; and 

a winch (26) secured with respect to the arm for lifting said load. 

The length of the extension member (36) is manually adjusted, as recited in claims 3 and 4. The arm 
(24) is telescopic, as recited in claims 9 and 15. The length of the boom (24 and 104) is variable, to the same 
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degree as applicant's boom has a variable length, as claim 10 is best understood. 

Claims 8 and 14 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 
second paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the limitations of the base claim and any 
intervening claims. Applicant's remarks in the amendment filed February 12, 2004 have been considered, but are 
deemed moot in view of the above new rejections. An inquiry concerning this communication should be directed 
to Thomas J. Brahan at telephone number (703) 308-2568. The examiner's supervisor, Ms. Eileen lillis, can be 
reached at (703) 308-3248. The fax number for all patent applications is (703) 872-9306. 



Thoiijj^s J. Brahan 
Primary Examiner 
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